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MISSOULA, Mont.--
Retired U. S. Air Force Colonel Raynor U. Roberts, Arlee, said Tuesday at the 
University of Montana that strong AFROTC urograms on the nation's campuses are necessary 
to provide capable leadership for the country's 900,000 Air Force personnel.
lie delivered his address before 12 IT! graduates who were commissioned second 
lieutenants in the Air Force, their parents, relatives and friends in the University 
Center. Col. Roberts is the father of one of the commissionees, Gary S. Roberts, Arlee.
Col. Roberts said campus idealists who attack the military are asking the death 
blow for the armies which defend the very freedom for which the idealists seek.
He said because "more than 70 per cent of the officers on duty today will have 
retired in 10 years," civilian institutions must continue to supply capable officers 
for the military air force.
AFROTC programs provide officers who are specialists in engineering, medicine, 
chemistry and other sciences as well as in piloting and navigation, Col. Roberts said.
He added the air force attracts "the same high caliber student sought after by business 
and industry."
Col. Roberts said more than 200 AFROTC urograms from Hawaii to Puerto Rico represent 
engineering, liberal-arts, church-sponsored and land-grant colleges and universities.
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Col. Roberts was a fighter pilot in Europe during World War II and a transport 
pilot in Asia during the Korean War. From 1964 to 1966 he served as squndron commander 
and operations officer in the Special Air Mission Wing in Washington, D. C. He was 
director of aircrew standardization at Military Airlift Command, Scott AFB, 111., from 
1966 until he retired in 1968.
Gregory L. Hanson and Kenneth L. Wildung, both of Missoula, were commissioned as 
distinguished graduates of the AFROTC program at UM ror outstanding leadership in 
campus activities and academic excellence.
Besides Hanson, Wildung and Gary S. Roberts, other commissionees included Larry 
T. Huggins, Kenneth M. Kempner and William N. Rapp, Missoula; Wayne E. DeReu, Columbia 
Falls; Damon L. Gannett, Ednonds, Wash.; Gale G. Kerns, Chinook; Murdo W. McRae, 
Billings; Wade L. Roloson, Wheat Ridge, Colo., and Carey S. Smith, Lake Bluff, 111.
Col. Jack Swayze, chairman and professor of aerospace studies at the University, 
introduced the commissionees. Lt. Col. Paul C. Breazeale, associate professor of 
aerospace studies, administered the oath.
